has been systematically discussed in this paper. The Ethno-botanical records of the plant are also described here.
In Ayurveda it is known by the name of 'Sarapunkha' and considered as anthelmintic for a number of worms, specially Ksara (ash) of the Pancanga is utilized for the purpose. It is said to possess laxative properties and considered as a blood purifier.
Root is given in tympanitis, dyspepsia and chronic diarrhea whereas the bark of the fresh root is ground with pepper and the pills are orally used to control piles and the obstinate colic.
The Plant: Belongs to the family Fabaceae. It is a sub-erect perennial herb of 30 45 cm. hight, leaves are composed of leaflets, total length of the whole leaf is 2-6 inch long. Racemes are 3-6 inch long, lax-flowered, corolla is purple coloured and size of pod 1 to 1.5 inch and are straight and thinly pubescent.
Pods contain 4-6 seeds of greenish -grey, smooth and speckled seeds in size which sometimes number upto 10.
Plant flowers during rainy season, fruiting is achieved upto January and there after the upper portion of plant starts drying.
Distribution: It is found wild in wasteland, on road sides, prefers dry places and grasslands all over India ascending the Himalayas upto 6000 ft.
It was found abundantly growing in and around Gauhati where the climatic factors is as follows.
Gauhati is located at the South Bank of might river Brahmaputra. Latitude 26.10 N., Longitude 91.50 E at 163 feet above sea level. It is surrounded by small hills and famous Kamakhya temple is located at the Nilachal hill on the same Southern Bank. Tephrosia is a large genues of herbs, having 35 species, only 10 species have been recorded in Flora of British India (Hooker 1889) . There occurs quite a large number of varieties in India. Tephrosia purpurea (L) Pers. 'Sarapunkha' is used in Indian system of Medicine for ages, it was thought a critical examination of the plant and it's varieties would be worth rewarding.
Cytologically two types were observed n=11. N=12; diploid (n=11) and tetraploid (n=22) were also observed. Tetraploids, allopollyploidy, notice in various group of these plants.
Seed is considered anthelmintic, antipyretic, used for ulcer, leprosy, asthma, bronchitis, disease of liver, ear, spleen and tumours (Majumder, 1980) . Ethnobotanical records show that it is used in abortion and flavouring milk Leaves useful in Jaundice. From fore-going paragraphs it is seen that the drug plants has high potentials for evaluation to newer drug.
